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| Gives an | Account of thy Stewardfiip, for the cant. b 
| no ery een, | 

: HE relacion bis man —— to God; the. crea» | 
4 ture to the Creator, is exhibited to us ip the ora: $5 15 
des of God, under various repreſentations. Confidered © 
as a ſinner, a fallen creature, he is there r eſented aa a & 
_ #ebtor to his Creator. He is alſo Feats 2 repreſented -* . T 9 
as a ſervant, which indeed is eſſential to him as acreature.. 15 "AS 
inſomuch that this a pellation i is given to che Son of God be” 
when in his flate of humiliation, he took up im the * 5 1 
form of a ſervant, being made in the likene . ö 
2. But no character more exałily agrees wi — 8 BE: 


4 


4 


Lord frequently rep reſents him as- ſuch; 2 | there an.. 
peculiar propriet bh the repre ſentatioh. It is only in. 5 22 I 
one rticular 100 namely, as he is a ſinner, that hg. 
is ſtiled a debtor. And when he is ſtiled a ſervant, the - 5 | 1 
appellation is general and indeternünate. But a ftewand 1 
is a' ſervant of a rapes kind: ſuch an one as man is 
in all reſpetts, his appellation i 15 exactly expreſſiwe of 8 
his ſituation in the W ke. world; ſpecifying what kin 1 
of ſervant he is to God, and what ind of ervice his dis 9 
Vine waſter expects from him.. „ 
nay be of uſe then to conſider this 3 throughly, WEE TS. 
and 10 make ou. full 3 improvement of it. In order io do f 
ARS rf et ERR Oy. 
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| we are now God's 
Tor all we have: . 
turn what he has received, yet until the time o 


telason to God. — ergy 
. lodged-in our hands, as we ple 
Pio alone is tlie poſſeffor of bekven _ earth, and the. 


wee have received; but in arder to4 


8 — — ** — * - * — * — . — mo — — — ps 


e 1 Is Gs ts a 
e Let us, — obferve, that yer ew he # re- 
wires our ſouls of us, we can be no longer fewards. It 


will then only remain, as we may in the third nee ob- 


ſerve give an account of our ſtewardſhip. | | 
. 1 And firſt, we are to enquire, in what reſpefis | 


ged to re- 
ayment 

comes, he 13 at liberty to uſe it as he pleaſes. It is not 

£ with a ſteward; he is not at liberty to uſe what is 
3 in his bands as he pleaſes, but as b. maſter pleaſ- | 
He has no right to diſpoſe of any thing which is in 

* Bands, but according to. the will U his. his Lord, For 


though a debtor is 


| he is not the proprietor of any of theſe things, but bare- . 


ly intruſted with them by another: and intruſted on this 


To 275. condition, that he ſhall diſpoſe of all his maſter's 


Now” this is exaRtly the caſe of every man, with 
to uſe what he 
as he pleaſes, 


af every t to diſpoſe 


We have no righ 
Favy thing we bave, but according to bis will, ſecing 


exeature. 


| 1 Are not proprietors of ary of theſe things : - they are 


att 25. Our Lord ſpeaks, 2 AAG, belonging. to another 
gerſon - nor is any thing properly our oron, in the land- 


four. pilgrimage. Wa ſhall not receive r Id our | 
aun fing e, "ul we come to our OWN country. 
A things anly are our on: with all theſe temporal 
things we are barelz 

__ and hard of all. 
Axpress condition, chat we uſe, them only as our maſter's 
5 goods and according to the particular dire gone which ha 


intruſſed by another; the diſpoſer 
ad. he intruſts, us with them on this 


given us ip bis word. 
2 On this condition he hath intruſſed us with out 
Huls, our bodies, our goods, and whatever: ather-talents 
impreſs. this weighty 
truth on | 07426 mn badi e eee parti 


eglars, Bed 
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* VVV . 
nd faſt, Cod hach intruſted us with our ſai}, an im- 
; mortal ſpirit, made in the image of God, together with 
5 the powers and/faguliies thereof; underſtanding, ima- 
| gination, memory, will, and à train of affeftions, either 
' _  uneluded in it, oc iclofely; dependent upon it; love; and 
hatred, joy and ſorrou, xeſpetting preſent good and evil: 
defire and aver, hopd and: fear, reſpetting that which 
Y n | 7 — _ 1 to ure twa 
Words, When Ne-1Ays, 4 /2& Peace of Jar REED o 
hearts and 1 rear. 1 200 LOTT word, 
ron panty; might rather be rendeted thaughts : provided 
woe take that word in its moſt extenſive ſenſe, for every 
"Mb perception of the mind, Whether active or paſhve. 
9. Now of all theſe, it is certain, we are only ſtews 
4 ards. God has intruſted us with theſe powers and facul- 
[x ties, not that we may employ them according to our own | 
E254 will, but according: to tbe expreſs orders which he has 
| | given us, althougtr it is true, „ will, we 
| moſt effettually - ſecure our own-happinets;. ſeeing it is 
herein only we can be happy; either in time or in eter- 
nity. Thus, we are to uſe our underſtanding,” our ima- 
gination, our memory; wholl;@to-the: glory of him that 
gave them. Thus, our will is to be wholly given up to 
| him, and all our affections to be regulated as he directs. 
We are io love and hate, to rejoice and grieve. to de- 
fite and ſhun, to hope and fear, according to the rule 
which he preſcribes, whoſe we are, and whom we are to 
ſerve in all things. . Even our thoughts are not our oπẽ n 
in this ſenſe: they are not at our own diſpoſal: hut for 
every deliberate motion of our mind, we are account- - 
able to our great maſter... - e 
8 4. God has, ſecondly; intruſted us with our bodies, 
#7 (thoſe exquilitely + wrought machines, ſo fearfully and 
| wonderfully made) with all the powers and members 
I thereof. He has intruſted us with the  argans of ſenſe, 
„ of ſight, hearing, and the reſt : but none of theſe are 
1, q gvenagonrown, to be employed according toourown will. 
. — ok theſe are lent us 1a fuch a ſenſe, as to leave us 
_ ,*- A liher:y to uſe them as we plcale for a ſeaſon. . No: 
wwe have received them on theie very terms, that as long 
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ns TO abide with us; we ſhould em toy: lem Min 
- that very manner and no other, which he appoints. 

5. Ii is on the ſame terms, that he has imparted to us 
that molt excellent talent of ſpeech. © Thou haſt given me. 


@ tongue, ſays the ancient writer, that I might prath thee 


herewith. For this purpoſe was it given to all the 
children of men, to be employed in glorifying- God. No- 
thing therefore is more ungrateful, or more abſurd, than 


to think or ſay, our tongues are our own. That cannot 


be, unleſs we have created ourſelves, and fo are 'inde- 
pendent on the Moſt High. Nay, but it ic he that hat/: 
made us, and not. we ourſelves. , The manifeſt conſe- 
" quence is, that he is ſtill Lord-ove us, in this as in all 
other reſpetts.; It follows, that there is not a word of 
our 37 072 for which we are not accountable to him. 

6. To him we are equally accountable for the uſe of 
our hands and feet, a ad all the members of our body. 
Theſe are ſo many talems which are committed to our 
truſt, until the time appointed by the Father. Until 
chen, we have the uſe por Il ke? but as Rewards, not 
as proprietors : to the end, we ſhould render them not 
as + "GR of righteouſneſs unto fin, but as 1 
nents of righteouſneſs unto God. 

7. God has intruſted us, thirdly, with a portion of 
ly goods ; with food to eat, raiment to put on, 


and a place where. to lay our head, with not only the 


necoſſaries, but the conveniencies of life. Above all, 


he has committed to our charge that precious talent, ” 
1 which contains all the reſt, money. Indeed, it is unſpeak · 
ably precious, if we are wiſe and faithful flewards of it; 
if we employ every part of it for ſuch purpoſes, as ou: 


bleſſed Lord has commanded:us to do. 

8. God. has intrufled us, fourthly, with feveral talents, 
becky do not properly come under any of theſe heads;; 
ſuch is bodily ſtrength ; ſuch are health, a pleaſing per- 
Jon, an agreeable. addreſs : ſuch are learning and knows 


. in their various grees, with all the otheg advan- 


tages of education. Such is the influence which" ve have 


| 2 qo others, whether by their love and efteem of us, or 
{0 . power: to. 0 dem __u or n to help or 
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Fer bm int che cicumüagess of lik. Add i to hes, 


that invaluable talent of time, with which God intruſts & 


us from moment to moment. Add, laſtly, that on which 


the reſt depend, and without which, they would all be 


curſes, not bleſſings: namely the grace of God, the 
power of his Holy Spirit, w ich alone worketh i in us all 
that! is acceptable in his ſight. by 


II. . In ſo many reſpetts are the children of. x men, 


Tema of the Lond, the þ belefor of of heaven and earth. 
So large a portion 'of his goods, of various kinds, hath 
he committed to their charge. But it is not for ever, 
nor indeed for any conſiderable time. We have this 
truſt repoſed in us; only during the ſhort, uncertain 


ſpace that we ſojourn here below: only fo long as we 


remain on earth, as this fleeting breath is in our noftrils; 
The hour is ſwifily approaching, it 18 juſt at hand; when 
we can be no longer ftewards. The moment the bod 

returns to the duſt as it was, and the Spirit to-God that 
gave it, we bare that character no more: and the time 
of our ſtewardſhip is at an end; Part of thoſe goods 
Wherewith we were before intruſted; are now come to an 
end: at leaſt they are ſo with regard to us; nor are we 
longer intruſted with them: and that part which remains, 


carl no longer be employed or improved-as it was before: | | 
2. Part of what we were intruſted with before, is at an 


"ak at leaſt with'regard to us. What have we todo, after 
this life, with food and raiment, and houſes and earthly 
. poſſeſſions? The food of the dead is the duſt of the 
earth: they are cloathed only with worms and rotten- 
neſs. They dwell in the houſe prepared for all fleſſi 


Their lands know them no more. All their wor Aly 


goods are delivered into other hands, and they have no 
more portion under the fun. 


3. The caſe is the ſame with 101885 to the body. The ; 


moment the ſpirit returns to God, we are no longer | 


Rewards of this machine, which is then ſown in corruption 


and di our. All the parts and members of which ie 


was compoſed, lie mouldering in the clay. The hands 
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4“ Here ends alſo, the talents of a mixt naturg; our 
ſtrength, our health, our beauty; our 'eloquence, and 


Ve once enjoyed, all the pomer which was lodged in our 
bands, all che iafluencs which we once had over others, 
eicher by the loves or the eſteem which they bore us: ou 

bo, gur hatred. our defire is periſhed: none regard 


upon cheſdesd, ag neither able 1o help nor hurt them, - 
„ 80 chat & laing dag is better tan a dead lion. 
>. 5. Perhaps a doubt may remain, concerning ſome of 


the other talents, wherewith we are now intrulted, whe: 
ther they. will. ceaſe: to exiſt when Mts 1 returns to 
duſt, or only ceaſe to be improvable. Indeed there 1s 


means of theſe bodily organs, will then be entirely at an 
1 end, when thoſe organs are deſtroyed. It is certain, 
” the tongue will no more occaſion any vibrations in the 
B air: neither will the ear convey. theſe tremulous motions 
be, ſhrill voice, which the poet ſuppoſes to belong to a 


is a mere flight of imagination. Indeed it cannot b. 


muuuiicate their ſentiments to each other: but what inha- 
'* | bitant of fleſh and blood can explain that way? What 
| _ we term ſpeech, they cannot have. So that we can be 


1 


_ no longer ſtewards of this talent, when we are numbered 


rieten, 6 52. 


eiunſes wl exiſt, when the organs of ſenſe are deſlroyed, 
| © - Jg1t not probable, that thoſe of the lower kind will 


<< Ba ; N 5 4 X LE S * ; * 
* 6. It may likewiſe admit of a, doubt, whether our 


—— ————— — — 


more immediate reference to the body, and aſe 
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- Io #4 a . . 9 4 ft - | ' 4 
= fot aftce;” the fleſh, the., finews, the. bones, age! all 
3 fling to be diſſolued into common duft, ...;.,,', | 


8 addreſs ; our faculty of pleaſing, of perſuading, or 
convincing others. Here end likewiſe, all the 1 | 


no doubt, but the kind of ſpeech which we now uſe, by | 


ſeperate ſpirit, we cannot allow to have a real being; ir 


queſtioned, but ſeperate ſpirits have ſon r to CON». . 


vs 
1 


ceaſe; the feeling. the ſmell, the talle,; as they have 
— 


eminent manner than now ? 
| tangled from its clay, is no longer 


Only 


1 pleaſe 


uivalent to the preſent ſenſe ef ans Nay, 
is ĩt not probable, that theſe. will not only exaſt in the 


ſeperate ſtate, but exift in a far * degree, in a more 


A dying ſparkle in a cloudy place ; 

„ When it no longer 1 

&« Leoks thro" the windaws of the eye and car. 
But rather is all eyes, all ear, all ſenſe, in a manner we 
cannot yet conceive, And have we not a clear proof 


of the poſſibility of this, of ſeeing without the uſe, of the- 


eye, and, hearing without the uſe of the ear? Yea, and 
an earneſt of it continually : for does not the ſoul ſee, 
in the cleareſt manner, when the eye is of no uſe, name- 


ly, in dreams? Does ſhe not then enjoy. the faculty or. > 
hearing, without any help from the ear? But however 

t neither will our ſenſes, any © 

intruſted to us in the manner 


this be, certain it 13, 
more than our * fpeech, 
they are now, when the ody lies in the filent grave, 
7. How far the knowgdge or learning, which we have 


gr by education, will then remain, we cannot tell. 
Solomon indeed fays, Niere is no work, nor device, non 


knowledge, nor wiſdom in the grave whither thou goeſt. 
ut it is evident, theſe words cannot be underſtood in an 
Wlute ſenſe, For- it is ſo far from being true, that 
there . 7 edge after we have quitted the body, 


5 82 
CY 


that the doubt lies on the other ſide, whether there be 
any ſuch thing as real knowledge, tillthen? Whether 
it be not a plain, fober truth, not a mere poetical fiction, 


that 5 1 | 
. All theſt ſhadows, which for things we take, 
1 Axe but the emply dreams, which in death's flee 
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exzeptin g thoſe things which God himſelf has >, 
to reveal to man, I will ſpeak for i l 
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after having ſought for truth with ſome diligence for 
half a century, I am at this day bardly ſure of any thing, ; 
but what I learn from the bible. Nay, I poſitively. af 
firm, I Ano] nothing elſe ſo certainly, that I would 
dare to ſtake my ſalvation upon it. 
So much however we may learn from Solomon's words, 
that there is no ſuch knowledge or wiſdom. in the grave, 


* 


as will be of any uſe to an unhappy ſpirit; there is a6 


device there, whereby we can now improve thoſe talents, 

with which he was once intruſted. For time is no more:; 
the time of our trial for everlaſting happineſs or nuſery 

is paſt. Our day, the day of man is over: the day of 
ſalvation is ended. N 14 * now temains but the day 

of the Lord, uſhering in wide unchangeable eternity. 
8. But ſtill our ſouls being incorruptible and immor- 

tal, of a nature little lower than the angels, (even if we 

are to underſtand that phraſe ef our original nature, which 
may well admit of a doubt) when our bodies are mould- 

ering in the earth, will remain with all their faculties. 
Our memory, our underſtanding,” will be ſo far from 
being deſtroyed, yea, or impaired by the diſſolution of 
the body, that on the contrary, We have reaſon to be- 
| heve, 00 


ey will be inconceivably ſtrengthened. Have 
we not the cleareſt reaſon to believe, that they will then 
de wholly freed from thoſe defects, which now naturally 


reſult from the union of the ſoul with the body? It is 


highly probable, that from the time theſe are diſunited, 

our memory will let nothing flip : yea, that it will faith- 
fully exhibit every thing to our view, which was ever 
committed in it, It is true, that the inviſible world is 

in ſcripture termed the land of forgetfulneſs or, as it is 

- ml 8 ſtrongly 3 (ker Gauben, the 
land where all things are whe They are forgot- 

ten: but by whom? Not by the inhabitants of that land, 
but by the inhabitants of the earth. It is with regard, to 


them that the unſeen world is the land of forgetfulneſs. * : 


All things therein, are too frequently forgotten by theſe : 
but not by diſembodied ſpirits. From the ti they have 
put off the earthly tabernacle, we can hardly 


forget any ching. 
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holds no longer, 
down the” foul. Ignorance indeed belongs to every 


well c 
thing. What can we ſay, but that ingenious men have 
ſtrange dreams: and theſe they ſometimes miſtake for 


the body, ſo undoubtedly the w2ll, inc 
our hope or deſire pu it is only with regard tot 


ledge and 
ons, remain after the body is dropt off, yet in this reſpe&t 
they are as though they were not; we are no longer 
ſtewards of them. The things continue, but our 1 5 


— 


9. In like manner, the underſtanding will doubtleſs 
be freed from the defefts that are now inſeparable from 
it. For many ages it has been an anqueſtioned maxim, 
tumanum eſt errare & neſcire : ignorance and. miſtake 


this aſſertion is bury vor, with regard to living men, and 
an while the corruptible body prefſes 


are inſeparable from human nature. But the whole, of 


finite underſtanding, ſeeing ' there is none beſide God 


that knoweth all things: but not miſtake. When the 
| body is laid afide, this alſo is laid aſide for ever.. 


10. What then can we ſay to an ingenious man, who 


| has lately made a diſcovery, that diſembodied fpirits have 


not only no ſenſes (not even ſight or hearing) but no me 


FF 
een e th 2 of their own exiſtence! That 
they are in a dead le 


| {ſeep from death to the reſurreftion ! 
Con e eee lethi ſopor indeed! Such a ſleep we may 
all a near kinſman to death, if it be not the fame 


1 


realities. | 


11. But to return. As the ſoul will retain its antes 
ſtanding and memory, — the diſſolution of 


ons, will remain in its full vigour. If our love or angers 
4 | : | ofe 
whom we leave behind. To them it matters not, whe- 


ther they were the objects of our love or hate, of our de- 
* fire or averſion, But in ſeperate ſpirits themſelves, we. 
have no reaſon to believe, that any of theſe are extinguifh- 
ed. It is more probable, that they work with far great-_ 
er fs 7h than while the ſoul was clogged with fleſh and 
12. But although all theſe, although both our know- 
ſenſes, our memory and underſtanding,” to- 
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our will, our love, hate, and all our affe&i- 


uding all the a /fecti- 4 
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ſhip does not: we no more att in that capacity. - Eyen , - 
the grace which was formerly intrufted with us, in order.. 


ts enable us to be faithful and wiſe Rewards, is none 


III. 1. It now remains that being r e | 
arts, we give an account of. our  ftewardjhip. Some 
have imagined, that is to be done immediately after 

death, as ſooff as we enter into the wond of ſpirits, 

"Nay, the chirch of Rome Hoes abloluily affect this 
yea, makes it an article of faith. And thus much we 
may allow, the moment. a Aan body, and 


view, either everlaſting joy, or everlaſting torment: 
as it is no longer polhble to 5 


| Has been frequently alledged for this puipole, ſeems ra- 


© #4 


of God, which affirms any ſuch thing. That which 


that we are to be judged as well as to die, once ag: 
not orice immediately after death, and 2 after the 
general reſurrettion; but then only when the fon of man 
fall come in his glory, and all his holy angels with 
Aim. The imagination therefore of one judgment at 
death, and another at the end of che world, can have no 
place with thoſe who make the written word of God, the 
whole and ſole ſtandard f their faith. 
2. The time then, when we are to give this account, 
is, when the great white throne comes down, from icaden. 
and ie that fittcth thereon, from whoſe face the heavens - 
and the carth flee away, and there is found no plage 
E ; 3528 e 
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longer igrruſted for that purpoſe. The days of ur 
- = Hewardſhip are ended. | ee "0 
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tand before God and the books will be opened ; the book 
of ſcripture, to them who were intruſted therewith, the 
book of conſcience to all mankind, - The book of re- 
mob rance likewiſe (to uſe another ſcriptural expreſſion}: 


which had been written-from the foundation of the world, 
will then be laid open to the view of all the children of 
men. Before all theſe, even the whole of the human 
race, before the devil and his angels, before an innume- 


rable company of holy angels, and before God the judge 


without e ity of liſguiſe, to give a particular 
account of the manner wuerein thou haſt employed all 


of all: thou wilt appear without any ſhelter or covering, 


thy Lord's goods. 5 


3. The Judge of all _ then enquire, «How didſt 


thou employ thy foul ? I intruſted thee with an im- 
mortal ſpirit, endowed with various powers and faculties, 


fections. I gave thee withal, full and expreſs directions, 
how all theſe were to be employed. Didſt thou employ 
thy underſtanding, as far as it was capable, according 
to thoſe directions, namely, in the knowledge of thyſelf 
and me? My nature, my attributes? My works, whe- 
ther of creation, of providence, or of grace? In ac- 
quainting thyſelf with my word ? In uſing every means 
to increaſe. thy knowledge thereof? fo meditating 
thereon day and night? Bidſt thou employ thy memory 


with N ending, imagination, memory, will, af= 


according to my will? In treaſuring up whatever 


knowledge thou hadſt acquired, which might conduce to 
my glory, to thy own ſalvation, or the advantage of 
others? Didſt thou ſtore up therein, not things of no 


value, but whatever inſtrudtions thou hadſt learned from 


| my word: and whatever experience thou hadſt gained, 


—_ 


Didſt thou follow my 


my wiſdom, truth, power, and mercy ? Was the 
imagination employed, not in painting vain images, 


7 


much leſs ſuch as nouriſhed fooliſh and rf deferes, 
but in repreſenting to thee whatever would profit thy 
ſoul, and awaken thy purſuit of wiſdom and holineſs ? 

e with regard to thy will? 


Was it wholly given up to me ? Was it ſwallowed up 
An mine, ſo as never to 8 25 but always run parallel 
B wi 
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Kt 
with it? Were thy affections placed and regulated in 
ſuch a manner, as I appointed in my word? Bidſt thou 
give me thy heart ? Didſt thou not love the world, nei- 
ther the things of the world? Was I the object of thy 
love? Was all thy deſire unto me, and unto the re- 
membrance of my name ? Was I the joy of thy heart, | 
the delight of thy ſoul, the chief among ten thouſand P, y 
Didſt thou ſorrow for nothing, but what grieved my ſpi- 
rit ? Didſt thou fear and hate nothing but fin ? Did the 
whole ſtream of thy affections flow back to the ocean 
from whence they came? Were thy thoughts employed 
according to my will? Not in ranging to the ends of 
the earth, not on folly or fin; but on whatſoever things 
were pure, watſoever things were holy, on whatſoever 
was conducive to my glory, and to peace and good-will 
among men? 8 5 
4. The Lord will then enquire, How didſt thou employ 
the body wherewith I intruſted thee? I gave thee a 
tongue, to praiſe me therewith: Didſt thou uſe it to the 
end for which it was given? Didſt thou employ it, not 
in evil ſpeaking, or in idle ſpeaking; not in uncharita- 
ble or unprofitable converſation, but in ſuch as was good 
as was neceſſary or uſeful, either to thyſelf or others 
Such as always tended, directly or indirealy, to minzfter 
grace to the hearers ? I gave thee, together with ar 
other ſenſes, thoſe ne of knowledge, / 
and hearing: Were theſe employed to thoſe excellent 
3 for which they were beſtowed upon thee? In 
bringing thee in, more and more inſtruktion, in.righte- 
ouſneſs and true holineſs? I gave thee hands and feet 
and various members, wherewith to perform the works 
' Which were prepared for thee : Were they employed, 
not in doing the will of the fleſh, of thy vile. nature, or 
I the will of the mind (the thoughts to which thy reaſon | 
= _ or fancy lead thee) but the will of him that ſent thee 
9 into the world, merely. to work out 'thy own ſalvation ? 
„ Didſt thou preſent all thy members, not to fin, as inſtru- | 
| ments of unrighteouſneſs, but to me alone, through the 0 
Son of my love, as inftruments of righteoufneſs ? f 
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[ 15 4 | 
b. The Lord of all will next inquire, © How didſt 


thou employ the worldly. goods which I lodged in thy 


hands ? Didſt thou uſe thy food, not ſo as to ſeek or 
lace any happineſs therein, but ſo as to preſerve thy 
ody in ee in ſtrength, and in vigor, a fit inſtru- 
ment for the ſoul ? Didi thou uſe apparel, not to nou- 


riſh pride or vanity, much leſs to tempt others to ſin, but 
conveniently and decently. to defend thyſelf from the in- 


juries of the weather ? Didſt thou prepare and uſe thy 
houfe and all other conveniencies, with a ſingle eye to 


my glory? In every point ſeeking not thy own ho- 


nor, but mine; ſtudying to pleaſe not thyſelf, but me ? 
Once more: in what manner didſt thou employ that com- 
prehenſive talent, money ? Not in gratifying the deſire 
of the fleſh, the deſire of the eye, or the pride of life? 
Not ſquandering it away in vain expences, the ſame as 
throwing it into the ſea ? Not hoarding it up to leave 
behind thee, the ſame as burying it in the earth? But 


firſt ſupplying thy own reaſonable wants, together with 


thoſe. of thy family ; then reſtoring the remainder to me, 
through the poor, whom I had appointed to receive it: 


looking upon thyſelf as only one of that number of poor 


whoſe wants were to be ſupplied out of that part of my 


ſubſtance, - which I had placed in thy hands for this pur- 


poſe : leaving thee the right of being ſupplied firſt, and 


the bleſſedneſs of giving, rather than receiving? Waſt 
thou accordingly a general benefattor to mankind ? Feed- 
ing the hungry, e ie Tx the naked, comforting the 
fick, aſſiſting the ſtranger, relieving the afflicted accord- 
ing to their various neceſſities? Waſt thou eyes to the 
blind, and feet to the lame ? a father to the fatherleſs, 
and an huſband to the widow ? And didſt thou labour to 
improve all outward works of mercy, as means of ſaving 
ſouls from death??? 


| b * 


6. Thy Lord will farther enquire, ee Faſt thou been 


a a wiſe and faithful ſteward, with regard to the talents of 


a mixt nature which I lent thee ? Didſt thou employ thy 


| health and ſtrength, not in folly or fin, not in pleaſyre, - 
which periſhed in the uſing, not in making proviſton for 


the fleſh, to fulfil the defires thereof, but in a vigorous 


_ 


purſuit 


FE 


thy words and aftions, in one flame of love, as an 


„ 
purſuit of the better part; which none.could take away 
from thee ? Didſt thou employ whatever was pleaſing in 


by education, whatever ſhare of learning, whatever 
knowledge of things or men was committed to thee, for 


the 1 eg of virtue in the world, for the enlarge- 


ment of my kingdom ? Didſt thou employ whatever 


ſhare of power thou hadſt, whatever influence over others 


by the love and eſteem of thee which they had conceiv- 
ed, for the increaſe of their wiſdom and holineſs ? 
Didſt thou employ that ineſtimable talent of time with 


warineſs and circumſpection, as duly weighing the value 


of every moment, and knowing that all were numbered 
in eternity. Above all, waſt thou a good ſteward of 
my grace, preventing, accompanying, and following 
thee? Didſt thou duly obſerve and carefully improve all 
the influences of my Spirit ? Every good ro | 

ry meaſure of light? All his ſharp or gentle reproofs ? 
How didſt thou profit by the ſpirit of bondage and fear, 
which was previous to the ſpirit of adoption? And 
when thou waſt made a partaker of this ſpirit, crying in 


ty heart, Abba, Father, didſt thou ſtand faſt in the glori- 


ous liberty wherewith I made thee free ? Didſt thou from 
thenceforth preſent thy ſoul and body, all thy thonghts, 

an holy 
ſacrifice, glorifying me with thy body and thy ſpirit ? 
Then well done, good and faithful fervant, Enter thou 


into the joy of thy Lord ! And what will remain, either 


to the faithful or unfaithful ſteward? Nothing but the 
execution of that ſentence, which has been paſſed by the 
righteous Judge: Fixing thee in a ſtate which admits of 


no change, through everlaſting ages, It remains only, 


that thou be rewarded to all eternity according to thy 
works. 3 VVV 
IV. 1. From theſe plain conſiderations we may learn, 


firſt, How important is this ſhort, uncertain day of life ! 


How precious, above all utterance, - above all concepti+ 
on, is every portion of it! . 
Die leaſt of theſe our ſerious care demands ; 


2 * For tho” they are little, they are golden ſands “- a : { 


thy perſon or addreſs, whatever advantages thou hadſt 
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Haw deeply does it concern every child of man, to let 
none of theſe run to waſte; but to improve them all to 


the nobleſt purpoſes, as long as the breath of God is in 


his noſtrils. 


2. We learn from hence, ſecondly, that there is no 


employment of our time, no aftion or converſation that 


4 purely indifferent. All is good or bad, becauſe all 


our time, as every thing we have, is not our own. All 
theſe are, as our Lord ſpeaks, r & NGT, the 


property of another; of God our Creator. Now theſe 
either are, or are not employed according to his will. 


If they are fo employed, all is good; if they are not, 


all is evil. Again: it is his will, that we ſhould conti- 


nually grow in grace, and in the living knowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Conſequently, every thought, word, 
and work whereby this knowledge is e whereb 
we grow in grace, is good; ___ every one whereby this 
knowledge is not increaſed, is truly and properly evil. 
3. We learn from hence, thirdly, that there are no 


| works of ſupererogation ; that we can never do more than 


our duty: ſeeing all we have is not our own, but God's; 
all we can do 1s | to him. We have not received this 
or that, or many things only; but every thing from him: 
therefore every thing is his due. He that gives us all 
mult needs have a right to all. So that if we pay him any 
thing leſs than all, we cannot be faithful ſtewards. 
Aud conſidering every man fhall receive his own reward, 
according to his own labour, we cannot be wiſe ſtewards 
unleſs we labour to the uttermoſt of our power: not leav- 
ing any thing undone, which ve poſſibly can do, but put- 
ting forth all our ſtrength, . 
4. Brethren, Who is an underſtanding man and en- 


dued with : knowledge among you ? Let him ſhew the 


wiſdom from above, by walking ſuitably to his character. 
i of the manifold 


gifts of God, let him ſee all his thoughts, and words and 


works be agreeable to the poſt God has aſſigned him. It 

is no ſmall thing to lay out for God, all which you 
have received from God. It requires all your wiſdom, 
all your reſolution, all your patience and conſtancy : far 
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